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criticize the Government's attitude in promising Government
protection to those who returned, the strike (previous to the
Government's appeal) having been one of the most peaceful
known. If we are commandeered we are not willing to be
used to suppress the strike or to escort scabs to work. We
must be regarded as an impartial force to maintain law and
order, and offer our support to the Government at any time
for the maintenance of law and order."
Wednesday, the ist of March, passed quietly, but every-
one expected further trouble. Strikers armed with
bludgeons, knob-kerries, iron pipes and steel rods, and
drilled by ex-soldiers, some in steel hats, held meetings on
the Union Ground. Benoni was in a state of suspense, and
a detachment of South African Mounted Rifles arrived from
Pretoria. Aeroplanes flew over the East Rand looking for
mounted commandos, which were expected to come in
from the country to the help of the strikers. Forty-seven
thousand natives left work. Captain Fulford, District
Commandant of Police on the East Rand, asked for martial
law as a result of the Boksburg affair.
On the 2nd twenty thousand strikers were present at the
funeral of their three comrades in Boksburg. Most of those
attending wore badges of crepe and red. The procession
was two miles long, and consisted of several well-disciplined
cyclist companies. At Krugersdorp four women and one
man were charged with violence. It appeared that the
women attacked two workers who were under police
protection, attacking them with sjamboks and pieces of
hose-pipe.
On the 3rd there was an ominous silence, and the Press
began to publish the news that the strike was breaking and
many hundreds had gone back to work.
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